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SUB J : ROSA COUTINHO INTERVIEW 

SUMMARY: IN TV INTERVIEW ROSA COUTINHO SAID AFM WILL DRAW 
LESSONS FROM ELECTIONS BUT WILL NOT BE PRISONERS OF RESULTS; THAT 
PORTUGUESE PRESENCE IN NATO IS A "GEOGRAPHIC IMPERATIVE;" THAT 
RESULTS OF MARCH 1 1 INVESTIGATION WILL BE PUBLISHED NEXT WEEK. 
COUTINHO INCREASINGLY EMERGING AS SPOKESMAN FOR AFM AND THIRD 
WORLD GROUP IN MILITARY. END SUMMARY. 

1. ADMIRAL ROSA COUTINHO, MEMBER OF THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL 
AND AN INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT POLITICAL FIGURE IN PORTUGAL. GAVE 
A ONE-HOUR TV INTERVIEW APRIL 15, RESPONDING TO QUESTIONS OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 LISBON 02198 161840Z 

THREE WELL KNOWN CENTER AND LEFT PERSONALTIES. HIGHLIGHTS 
FOLLOW: 
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2. ELECTIONS: 

THE ADMIRAL STATED THAT THE PORTUGUESE HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR 50 
YEARS FOR FREE ELECTIONS. NOT TO HAVE THE ELECTIONS "WOULD BE 
LIKE TAKING A TOY AWAY FROM A BABY." ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD, AND 
"WE (AFM) WILL DRAW SOME LESSONS FROM THEM," AS WILL THE PEOPLE 
THEMSELVES. HOWEVER. COUTINHO WENT ON TO SAY THAT "WE WILL NOT 
LET OURSELVES BE PRISONERS OF THE RESULTS..." (COMMENT: 

THE PRESIDENT MADE A SIMILAR STATEMENT REGARDING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF THE ELECTIONS A FEW DAYS AGO (LISBON 2127). 

3. NATO: 

COUTINHO SAID THAT PORTUGAL'S CONTINUATION IN NATO "IS ALMOST A 
GEOGRAPHIC IMPERATIVE." AN IMPERATIVE WHICH WILL ONLY DISAPPEAR 
WITH THE END OF THE WARSAW PACT. ONLY WHEN THAT OCCURS 
CAN PORTUGAL GRADUALLY WITHDRAW FROM THE NATO ALLIANCE. HE 
WENT ON TO SAY THAT THERE IS NO CONTRADICTION IN REMAINING IN 
NATO AND HAVING CLOSE TIES WITH THE THIRD WORLD. 

4. RELATIONS WITH EUROPE: 

PORTUGAL, REMAINING PART OF EUROPE, CAN AND SHOULD BECOME A 
BRIDGE LINKING EUROPE WITH THE THIRD WORLD, ESPECIALLY WITH THE 
FORMER PORTUGUESE COLONIES. 

5. POLITICAL PARTIES AND AFM: 

COUTINHO REPEATED HIS EARLIER CALL FOR THE CREATION OF A CIVILIAN 
PARTY OR COALITION OF PARTIES TO SUPPORT THE AFM, AND TO WHICH 
THE AFM COULD GRADUALLY BEGIN TO TRANSFER CERTAIN OF ITS POWERS. 

THE COMPONENTS OF THIS NEW PARTY WOULD NOT FIGHT AMONG THEMSELVES 
AS DO EXISTING PARTIES, WHO HE SAID HAVE DONE LITTLE TO EDUCATE 
THE POPULACE. THE ADMIRAL DENIED THAT WHAT HE HAD IN MIND WAS 
AKIN TO A ONE PARTY STATE, AFFIRMING HIS DESIRE FOR A MULTIPARTY 
FUTURE FOR PORTUGAL. 

6. MARCH 1 1 INQUIRY: 

CIVILIANS WERE INVOLVED IN THE MARCH 1 1 COUP ATTEMPT; PRESS 
STORIES ALLUDING TO DISCONTENT IN THE COUNTRY WITH THE REVOLU- 
TION MISLED THOSE WHO MADE THE COUP INTO BELIEVING THAT "THE 
FRUIT WAS RIPE FOR THE PCIKING" - A FATAL ERROR. THE PRE- 
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LIMINARY RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION INTO MARCH 1 1 ARE BEING 
WRITTEN UP NOW AND WILL BE PUBLISHED NEXT WEEK. THE REPORT OF 
SEPTEMBER 28 EVENTS IS ALSO BEING PREPARED. 

7. COMMENT: 

ROSA COUTINHO IS MORE AND MORE FREQUENTLY ENTERING THE PUBLIC 
LIMELIGHT AS A SPOKESMAN FOR THE AFM AND THE THIRD WORLD SUPPORT- 
ERS IN THE MILITARY. HE IS CURRENTLY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL, AND REPORTEDLY MAY SOON BE GIVEN CERTAIN 
IMPORTANT FUNCTIONS IN THE INTERNAL SECURITY FIELD. IN ADDITION, 
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COUTINHO HAS BEEN GIVEN AUTHORITY TO SPEND UP TO US$400,000 
WITHOUT NEED TO SEEK AUTHORIZATION OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

8. IT IS UNCLEAR WHETHER COUTINHO IS ACTING AS A 
SPOKESMAN FOR THE PRIME MINISTER AND HIS GROUP, OR WHETHER 
HE IS CARVING OUT HIS OWN AUTONOMOUS OR SEMI-AUTONOMOUS POWER 
BASE WITH A VIEW TOWARDS BECOMING PRIME MINISTER SOME DAY. 

WE SUSPECT IT IS THE LATTER. 

CARLUCCI 
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